
Zaccheaus
Luke 19:1-10                                                                Grades 2,3

Large Group(Where we all meet together and introduce the lesson) 

Materials needed - tape

 - Greet all the kids as they come in.  Ask them how they are doing, and chat with them about 
their week.  Pray together, ask anyone if they have any prayer requests.  

Write Zaccheaus’ name on the ceiling.
• Divide yourselves into groups of 5 and give each group a roll of painters tape.
• Remind the kids that Zaccheaus needed to get up high to see Jesus.  
• Get all the kids in each group to work together to write Zaccheaus’ name in tape of the 

ceiling.  Don’t let kids use chairs or any other objects, ask them to help each other.  

Watch this video with the kids - https://vimeo.com/57088533

Review The Story(a chance to review the bible passage with the small group) 

Materials needed - two leaders, slips of paper, marker, tape, chocolate coins

- Greet everyone in your small group, make sure everyone knows each others names.  Say a 
prayer together either by repeating after one of the teachers or just letting them pray.  

Tell the story of Zaccheaus to the kids and show how Zaccheaus changed once he met 
Jesus.
• Choose a leader to pretend to be Zaccheaus
• Tell the kids everything there is to know about Zaccheaus before he met Jesus, he 

was a tax collector, he lied, he stole, he didn’t share.  
• Once the kids know a bit about Zaccheaus ask them for words that describe him.  

Each time a child gives you a word about Zaccheaus write it in big letters on a piece of 
paper and tape it to him.  The words cold be something like greedy, mean, selfish etc.

• Choose another leader to be Jesus.  Have Jesus tell Zaccheaus that they are having 
lunch at his house.

• Let Jesus and Zaccheaus leave.  When they are gone, the two of them will go through 
all the names that are on Zaccheaus’ body, they will cross them out and replace them 
with words that explain how he changed.  For example, if one of the words is greedy, it 
could be crossed out and generous could be written instead.   

• Have Zaccheaus come back into the room.  Go through all the words with the kids and 
see how he has changed.  Have Zaccheaus make an apology to all the kids and give 
them each some money (it could be chocolate money

https://vimeo.com/57088533


Break up into small groups

Life Application (an opportunity for kids to apply the lesson to their own lives) 

 Materials needed - Envelope, pictures of the kids, cut out hearts

- Have a conversation with the kids.Tell them about a time that Jesus changed you.

- Do this craft with the kids - https://www.daniellesplace.com/html/bible-crafts-holy-spirit-
changing.html

Memory Verse(a way to introduce and reinforce this months memory verse) 

Materials needed - John 3:16

- Read through the John 3:16 with the kids
- Watch and sing along to this video together https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JbO7dMjfz4w
- Start teaching the kids the first part of the verse with a call and response.  You say “For God so 

loved the world” and the kids say “that he gave his only son”.  Say it in different ways, loud, 
soft, quickly, high voice, low voice.  

https://www.daniellesplace.com/html/bible-crafts-holy-spirit-changing.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JbO7dMjfz4w

